10      THE  REFORMATION  DOCTRINE

It may suffice to quote Article V of the First
Helvetic Confession: " The whole Scriptures,^ it
declares, " have no other end than to let mankind
know the favour and good-will of God, and tjiat He
has openly manifested and proved this good-will
to all mankind through Christ, His Son.53 1

This new way of looking at the Bible carried
with it a world of consequences. For one thing,
it rescued the Old Testament out of the hands of
the allegorists, who had pulled and pinched it
into almost every conceivable shape. If, as
the mediaeval theologian assumed, the Bible is
merely a storehouse of doctrinal truths and moral
rules, what was to be done with those large
sections of the Old Testament which, as they
stand, clearly cannot be brought under either of
these categories ? It was at this point that the
theory of the fourfold sense of Scripture was
brought in to help the theologian over the fence ;
by its aid some kind of " spiritual " significance
could be found in even the most unpromising
material. Thus, to take but one example, in the
famous Commentary of Gregory the Great, Bishop
of Rome, " Job is no mere historical personage, or
the leading character in a sublime and inspired
poem, least of all an Arab chief. He is a repre-
sentative, now of the Christ who was to come, now

1 SphafPs Creeds of the Evangelical Protestant Churches, p. 212.